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AND USSR 

REF: (A) WARSAW 3378 (B) BUCHAREST 2197 (C) WARSAW 1666 
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1 . SUMMARY. IN MAY 9 CONVERSTION, POLISH AMBASSADOR WOJTASIK 
SAID POLES AND ROMANIANS HAD FILLED "COAL GAP" (AND BEEN ABLE 
TO SING VERY TARDY 1978 TRADE PROTOCOL) BY AGREEING TO ROMANIAN 
INVESTMENT TO DEVELOP OLDER COKING COAL MINE IN RETURN FOR TAKE- 
OFF, BUT WITH OPTION TO CONTINUE COOPERATION IN NEW LUBLIN FIELD. 
SOVIETS WOULD NOT BE GETTING LUBLIN COAL, WOJTASIK INSISTED, 

UNTIL THEY AGREED TO MEET RISING POLISH OIL REQUIREMENTS, WHICH 
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HE SPECIFIED AS 20 MILLION TONS ANNUALLY FOR CURRENT PLAN PERIOD 
AND 25 MILLION FOR NEXT, UP FROM 15 MILLION SOVIETS CURRENTLY 
DELIVER. DEYOND DEFINING OIL NEEDS POLES NOW PROJECT, REMARKS 
ARE OF INTEREST FOR HINT THAT GIEREK MAY HAVE BEEN DISCUSSING 
COAL-OIL TRADEOFF IN MOSCOW, AND THAT SOVIETS WERE NOT BUYING. 

END SUMMARY. 
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2. AT CZECHOSLOVAK NATIONAL DAY RECEPTION MAY 9, DCM ASKED 
POLISH AMBASSADOR WOJTASIK WHAT HAD FINALLY BEEN DISCOVERED 
TO FILL "COAL GAP" (REF D) AND PERMIT SIGNATURE OF 1978 POLISH- 
ROMANIAN TRADE PROTOCOL THREE MONTHS LATE. WOJTASIK FIRST 
REPLIED THAT HE DID NOT UNDERSTAND WHY COAL SEEMED SO IMPORTANT. 
SINCE IT ACCOUNTEF FOR SUCH SMALL PORTION OF LARGE BILATERAL 
TRADE TURNOVER. HOWEVER, WHEN REMINDED OF STRATEGIC IMPORTANCE 
OF COKING COAL SUPPLIES IN ROMANIAN ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, AND 
ROMANIAN INTEREST IN COKING COAL FROM LUBLIN FIELD, HE WENT ON 

TO SAY TROUBLE WITH LUBLIN FIELD IS THAT COAKING COAL AND COKE 
ARE NOT YET AVAILABLE. BLACK COAL IN FIELD IS RICHEST IN WORLD. 
BURNING AT 7,000 KILOCALORIES/KG. (UP 200 FROM DCM HENSCHKE'S FI- 
GURE PER REF D), BUT MINING OPERATIONS FOR DEEP COKING COAL ARE 
STILL SOME WAY OFF. THEREFORE, POLES AND ROMANIANS AGREED 
ON SOLUTION INVOLVING ROMANIAN INVESTMENT TO DEVELOP OLDER 
MINE. NOT IN LUBLIN AREA, TO TAKE OFF PROVEN (BUT DEEP) COKING 
COAL RESERVES. AT SAME TIME. BOTH SIDES CONTINUE INTERESTED 
IN DELIVERIES TO ROMANIA FROM LUBLIN. WHERE IT COMES ON LINE. 

IN EARLIER APRIL 28 MEETING WITH EMBOFFS, POLISH FIRST SECRETARY 
(POLITICAL AFFAIRS) FLORIAN URYZAJ CONFIRMED THAT SIGNING OF TRADE 
PROTOCOL WITH ROMANIA HAD BEEN DELAYED BECAUSE OF "COAL GAP." 
URYZAG ADDED THAT SIGNING TOOK PLACE ONLY AFTER HIGH-LEVEL 
OFFICIALS ON BOTH SIDES HAD RESOLVED THIS ISSUE IN MUTUALLY 
SATISFACTORY MANNER.) 

3. IN SAME MILDLY PROVOCATIVE VEIN, DCM SAID HE HAD HEARD 
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NOT MUCH CUBLIN COAL WOULD BE AVAILABLE TO ROMANIA, SINCE SOVIETS 
WOULD BE GETTING MOST OF EXPORTING COAL FROM FIELD; HE CITED 
LUBLIN SPUR OF BROAD-GAUGE RAIL LINK UNDER CONSTRUCTION BE- 
TWEEN KATOWICE AND USSR. RAISING TO OCCASION AGAIN, WOJTASIK 
SAID HE DID NOT NEED TO SAY IT, BUT IF HE SAID IT HE WAS NOT 
LYING: IF DCM HAD HEARD THAT, HE WAS BEING LED INTO ERROR. 
BROAD-GAUGE RAIL LINK FOR KATOWICE PLANT WAS FOR IRON ORE SHIP 
MENTS; WITHOUT IT. COSTS OF BORDER TRANSLOADING FROM BROAD 
TO NARROW GAUGE WOULD BE FIFTY PERCENT HIGHER FOR QUANTITIES 
NEEDED BY TEN-MILLION TON STEEL PLANT. SOVIETS WANTED MORE 
COAL, BUT POLES WOULD SELL MORE ONLY IF SOVIETS DELIVERED MORE 
OIL, AND THEY WERE MAKING NO COMMITMENTS, EITHER FOR THIS PLAN 
PERIOD OR FOR 1981-1985. CURRENT ANNUAL DELIVERIES ARE FIFTEEN 
MILLION TONS OF CRUDE AND PRODUCT; CURRENT NEEDS ARE TWENTY MILLION 
TONS; AND ANNUAL NEEDS IN THE NEXT PLAN PERIOD WILL BE TWENTY- 
FIVE MILLION. IF THE SOVIETS WOULD MAKE COMMITMENTS FOR DE- 
LIVERIES POLES NEED, WOJTASIK SAID, POLES COULD DELIVER NOT ONLY 
COAL BUT MACHINERY, INDEED ALMOST WHATEVER THEY WANTED. BUT 
THAT WAS NOT PRESENT SITUATION, AND AS LONG AS IT DID NOT CHANGE, 
SOVIETS WOULD NOT BE GETTING COAL FROM LUBLIN. 

4. COMMENT. WOJTASIK'S REMARKS MAY BE OF INTEREST (1) AS 
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EVIDENCE THAT POLES ARE ACTING LIKE SOVIETS IN RELATIONS 
WITH ROMANIANS, REQUIRING INVESTMENT IN RAW MATERIALS DEVELOP- 
MENT IN RETURN FOR PRODUCT TAKEOFF; (2) AS SPECIFICATION 
OF POLISH PROJECTION OF POL REQUIREMTN S TO 1985; AND (3) 

AS HINT THAT ONE TOPIC OF GIEREK'S TALKS IN MOSCOW WAS OIL- 
COAL TRADEOFF, AND THAT SOVIETS WERE NOT BUYING, AT LEAST FOR 
THE MOMENT. IN ANY EVENT, LUBLIN COAL FIELD APPEARS TO BE 
DEVELOPING AS ACE-IN-HOLE FOR POLAND S ECONOMIC RELATIONS 
WITH "SOCIALIST PARTNERS." AT SAME TIME, IT IS WORTH NOTING 
THAT WOJTASIK DID NOT DISCUSS PRICES, WHICH PRESUMABLY PLAY 
IMPORTANT ROLE IN THESE DISCUSSIONS. 

AGGREY 
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